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SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

 

Diversity and Inequity in Mental Health: Social-structural, Cultural, Psychological,  

and Biological Mechanisms 
 

 For decades, community-based studies have indicated variation in psychopathology 
across social groups stratified by socioeconomic status, ethnicity, race, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, and disability. Some variation suggests diversity: complex differences in prevalence, 
symptom expression and severity, coping and resilience, illness models, and measurement 
factors that do not necessarily favor socially dominant groups (e.g., lower-than-expected 
prevalence of many disorders among minoritized and marginalized groups combined with 
higher chronicity and disability). The mechanisms of this variation remain unclear. Some 
differences in mental health – such as those associated with structural racism and sexism, 
socioeconomic status, homophobia, or transphobia – are clearly inequities: preventable and 
unjust social practices toward oppressed groups that lead to worse mental health, burden of 
disease, and outcomes as well as poorer availability and quality of care. In the 2024 APPA 
annual meeting, we aim to identify gaps in research on the mechanisms that interact across 
social-structural, cultural, psychological, and biological levels to create and sustain these 
patterns. Our goal is to help guide next research steps and prevention/intervention efforts.  

Roberto Lewis-Fernández, MD, APPA President 2024 

 
 

DAY 1 – THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024 

Time Session Speakers Title of Presentation 
8:00-10:00am Registration-Breakfast   

9:00 - 9:15 am President’s welcome 
Roberto Lewis-

Fernández 
 

9:15 - 10:15am 

Keynote 

Chair: Roberto Lewis-

Fernández 

Nev Jones and Oscar 

Jiménez-Solomon 

Lived Experience and Epistemic Justice: De-Naturalizing the 
Determinants of Diversity and Inequity 

Discussion 

10:15 am - 12:55 pm 

Session 1 

General Concepts 

Chair: Anna Van Meter 

Bruce Link Social Conditions as Fundamental Causes of Health Inequities 

Laurence Kirmayer 
The Cultural Mediation of Psychopathology: Looping Effects and the 
Narrative Self 

11:15-11:25am Break 

Helena Hansen 
BioSocial Knowledge: Social Science Meets Life Science Concepts and 
Methods in Mental Health Research 

Cristiane Duarte 
Mental Health Equity, Development, and Intergenerational 
Transmission of Childhood Adversity 

Pamela Collins The Mental Health Sequelae of Global Inequality 

Discussion 

1:00 – 2:30pm Lunch  On your Own 

2:30 - 3:15pm 

Selected Oral 

Presentations 

Chair: Helen Wilson 

David Camacho 
Psychological Distress in Older Adults Living in Puerto Rico During 

COVID-19 

Laura Havers 

Youth Adversity and Trajectories of Depression and Anxiety 

Symptoms in Adolescence: Investigating Moderation Attributable to 

the Intersection Between Gender, Socioeconomic Status, and 

Neurodivergence 

Theresa Faller 
Identifying Co-occurring Clusters of Depression and Coronary Heart 

Disease at the Neighborhood Level in New England 

Discussion 
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3:15 – 6:05 pm 

Session 2 

Social-Structural 

Determinants 

Chair:  Joshua Breslau 

Joshua Breslau 
Everywhere You Look: The Pervasiveness of Social Structural 

Influences on Mental Health and Mental Health Service Use 

Ruth Shim How Structural Racism Impacts Mental Health Outcomes 

4:15 – 4:35pm  Break 

Mark Hatzenbuehler Structural Stigma and LGBT Health 

Joseph Gone 
Colonial Legacies, Historical Trauma, and Alter-Native Psy-ence in 
Indigenous-American Communities 

Rachel Kronick 
Embodied Exclusion and Social Polarization: Immigration Policies as 

Social Determinants of Mental Health 

Discussion 

6:05 - 7:35pm Poster Session 1 Multiple  

DAY 2 – FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2024 

Time Session Speakers Title of Presentation 
8:00-10:00am Registration-Breakfast   

8:00 – 9:00 am 
Early-Career Roundtable 

1 
Multiple Career issues (e.g., publication, mentorship, promotion, job seeking) 

9:00 - 10:30 am Poster session 2 Multiple  

10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Session 3 

Cultural Mechanisms 

Chair: Neil K. Aggarwal 

Neil K. Aggarwal 
Culture, Structure, and Social Determinants of Health: The Need for 
Clarity in Assessing Psychopathology 

Anne Becker 

Navigating Rapid Social Transition and Multi-Generational Meaning-
Making in Fiji: Dissonance, Resonance, Distress, and Disordered 
Eating among iTaukei Adolescent Schoolgirls 

Roberto Lewis-

Fernández 

HAMILTON 

LECTURE 

“That Wasn’t Me”: Historical Context, Symptom Expression, Self-

Construal, and Cultural Idioms of Distress in Puerto Rican 

Communities 

Discussion 

12:00 - 1:10pm 
Award Ceremony and 

the State of APPA 
All members Robins-Guze, Hoch, Zubin, and Hamilton awards 

1:10 – 2:30pm Lunch  On your Own 

2:30 - 4:00 pm 

Session 4 

Psychological 

Mechanisms 

Chair: William Stone 

Lawrence Yang 

Unanswered Questions in Psychopathology among Asian Americans: 
Exploring the Role of Social, Cultural, and Immigration-Related 
Factors 

Lisa Kiang 

“We’re not Trying to Scare Them; We’re Trying to Protect 
Them.” Does Ethnic-Racial Socialization Protect and Promote 
Adolescent Well-Being and Mental Health?   

Michael Lindsey 
Suicide Behavior Trends among U.S. Teens: Examining Ethnocultural 
Differences in Risks and Protections 

Discussion 

4:00 – 4:20pm Break   

4:20 - 4:50 pm Chair: Dost Öngür 

Lillian Polanco-

Román 

ROBINS-GUZE 

LECTURE 

Casualties of Racism: Racial Discrimination and Suicide-related Risk 

among Ethnoracially Minoritized Youth 

4:50 - 6:20 pm 

Session 5 

Biological Mechanisms 

Chair: Dost Öngür 

Erin Dunn 
The Biological Embedding of Social-structural Factors via Epigenetic 

and Other Mechanisms 

Adolfo Cuevas 
The Impact of Discrimination on Health: Examining the Role of 
Inflammation 

Kieran O’Donnell 
The Fetal Origins of Mental Health: Testing the Hypothesis using 
Population Genetics and Epigenomics 

Discussion 
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DAY 3 – SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024 

Time Session Speakers Title of Presentation 

8:00 - 9:00 am 
Early-Career Roundtable 

2 
Multiple Diversity issues when navigating scientific/clinical careers  

9:00 - 10:30 am 

Session 6 

Multi-level Integration 

Chair: Nehal Vadhan 

Jennifer Stevens 
Race and Gender Disparities in Posttraumatic Stress – Intersectional 
Effects on Emotion Regulation 

Katherine Keyes How Cohort Effects Shape Disparities in Substance Use and Disorder 

Deidre Anglin 

HOCH LECTURE 

When the Social, Cultural, and Biological Domains Converge: The 
Case of Neighborhood Ethnic Density and Psychosis 

Discussion 

10:30 – 10:50am Break  

10:50 am - 12:20 pm 

Session 7 

Translation of 

Mechanisms into 

Interventions 

Chair: Cristiane Duarte 

Margarita Alegría 
The Role of Social Determinants in Mental Health Outcomes: Getting 
it Right 

Christina Borba 

NIMH’s Research Priorities to Reduce Mental Health Disparities, 
Promote Health Equity, and Diversify the Mental Health Research 
Workforce 

Sidney Hankerson 
Partnered Engagement to Implement Community Networks of Mental 

Health Care 

Discussion led by Carlos Blanco  

12:20 - 12:30 pm 

General discussion, 2025 

meeting preview, and 

transfer of presidency 

Led by Roberto 

Lewis-Fernandez and 

Stephen Gilman 

Discussion about any aspect of the 2024 conference, preview of next 

year’s meeting, and start of Stephen Gilman’s presidency 

12:30pm Meeting adjourns   

 
Continuing Education Credits: 
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PRESIDENTS OF APPA 
1910-11 Morton Prince  1960 David Wechsler  1995 Leonard Heston  

1912 Adolf Meyer  1961 William Horsely Gantt  1996 David Janowsky  

1913 James T. Putnam  1962 Lauretta Bender  1997 Ellen Frank  

1914-15 Alfred R. Allen  1963 D. Ewen Cameron  1998 Judith Rapoport  

1916-17 Adolf Meyer  1964 Jerome D. Frank  1999 Myrna M. Weissman  

1918 Smith Ely Jelliffe  1965 Franz J. Kallmann  2000 John E. Helzer  

1921 William A. White  1966 Seymour S. Kety  2001 Nina Schooler  

1922 John T. MacCurdy  1967 Bernard C. Glueck, Jr.  2002 Jack Gorman  

1923-24 L. Pierce Clark  1968 Benjamin Pasamanick  2003 Charles Zorumski  

1925 Albert M. Barrett  1969 Joel Elkes  2004 William W. Eaton  

1927 Sanger Brown II  1970 Fritz A. Freyhan  2005 Ming Tsuang  

1928-29 Ross McChapman  1971 Milton Greenblatt  2006 J. Raymond DePaulo, Jr.  

1930-31 William Healy  1972 Alfred Freedman  2007 James J. Hudziak  

1932 J. Ramsey Hunt  1973 Henry Brill  2008 Patrick E. Shrout  

1933-34 Edward J. Kempf  1974 Max Fink  2009 Darrel A. Regier  

1935-37 Nolan D.C. Lewis  1975 Charles Shagass  2010 Linda B. Cottler  

1938 Samuel W. Hamilton  1976 Arnold J. Friedhoff  2011 Cathy Spatz Widom  

1939 Abraham Myerson  1977 George Winokur  2012 Ezra Susser  

1940 Douglas A. Thom  1978 Gerald L. Klerman  2013 Evelyn J. Bromet  

1941-42 Roscoe W. Hall  1979 Jonathan O. Cole  2014 Jeffrey A. Lieberman  

1943-44 Frederick L. Wells  1980 Donald F. Klein  2015 Carol S. North 

1945 Bernard Glueck  1981 Paula J. Clayton  2016 Thomas G. Schulze 

1946 Robert P. Knight  1982 Samuel B. Guze   2017 Andrew E. Skodol 

1947 Frederick L. Wells        1983 Robert L. Spitzer              2018 E. Jane Costello 

1948 Donald J. MacPherson  1984 Murray Alpert                         2019 Michael J. Lyons 

1949 Paul Hoch  1985 James E. Barrett  2020 Deborah S. Hasin 

1950 William B. Terhune  1986 Robert M. Rose  2021 James B. Potash 

1951 Lauren H. Smith  1987 David L. Dunner  2022 Kathleen Merikangas 

1952 Joseph Zubin  1988 Lee N. Robins  2023 Dost Öngür 

1953 Clarence R. Oberndorf  1989 Bernard J. Carroll  2024 Roberto Lewis-Fernández 

1954-55 David McK. Rioch  1990 Nancy C. Andreasen   

1956 Oaskar Diethelm  1991 Katherine A. Halmi   

1957 Howard S. Liddell  1992 Elliot S. Gershon   

1958 Leslie B. Hohman  1993 C. Robert Cloninger   

1959 Harry C. Solomon 1994 Bruce P. Dohrenwend  
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APPA AWARDS  
The APPA has four awards named for individuals who have made important contributions to the science 
of psychopathology. They are the Joseph Zubin Award, the Paul Hoch Award, the Eli Robins, Samuel 
Guze Award, and the Samuel W. Hamilton Award. For Hamilton awardees please see the listing of the 
Presidents of the APPA on the opposite page. Descriptions of these awards are on our website at: 
www.appassn.org/awards.htm. 
 
 

PREVIOUS AWARD WINNERS SINCE 2000 

Year Hoch Award Zubin Award Robins/Guze Award 

2000 Ming T. Tsuang Samuel B. Guze   

2001 Gerard Hogarty Robert Spitzer Frederick Cassidy  

2002 Joseph E. LeDoux Bruce S. McEwen Renee Cunningham Williams 

2003 Eric R. Kandel John W. Olney James Potash  

2004 George S. Alexopoulos Simon Wessely David D. Rettew 

2005 Jane M. Murphy Nikki Erlenmeyer-Kimling Karestan Koenen  

2006 Paul McHugh David Botstein Thomas G. Schulze 

2007 Sir Michael Rutter John E. Helzer Todd Lencz 

2008 James M. Robins  Bruce P. Dohrenwend Catherine W. Striley 

2009 Norman Sartorius David Shaffer Zubin Bhagwager 

2010 Wilson M. Compton Ezra Susser  Valerie Harder 

2011 Naomi Breslau Patricia Cohen  Magdalena Cerdá 

2012 Myron Hofer Zena Stein  Monica Uddin 

2013 Maria Kovacs Gabrielle A. Carlson James Kirkbride 

2014 John H. Krystal Irving I. Gottesman Carolyn Rodríquez 

2015 Kathleen Merikangas Jules Angst Armin Raznahan 

2016 Francis J. McMahon  Paula J. Clayton Katherine M. Keyes 

2017 Robert F. Krueger  John G. Gunderson Nicholas R. Eaton 

2018 Terrie T. Moffitt  
Avshalom Caspi 

Kenneth S. Kendler Natalie Slopen 

2019 Stephen V. Faraone Evelyn J. Bromet Akhgar Ghassabian 

2020 Marc Olfson Bridget Grant Sylia Wilson 

2021 Joe Bienvenu J. Raymond De Paulo, Jr. Sarah Lowe 

2022 Neil Risch Peter Szatmari Claudia Lugo-Candelas 

2023 Stephan Heckers Denise Kandel Paulo Lizano 

2024 Deidre M. Anglin Hector Bird Lillian Polanco-Román 

 
 
 
 

http://www.appassn.org/awards.htm
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Diversity and Inequity in Mental Health: 
Social-structural, Cultural, Psychological,  

and Biological Mechanisms 
 

Poster Session #1 
Thursday, March 7, 2024 

 

AUTHORS TITLE 

 
LOCATION 
(Number) 

 

Youssef Ahmed CIT training improves education and 
management of psychiatric conditions among 
Houston police officers 
 

1 

Eileen Anderson Guardians Ad Litem and Child Psychopathology: 
Court-Mediated Help and Harm in Ohio 
 

2 

Peter Barr Correlates of Risk for Disinhibited Behaviors in 
the Million Veteran Program Cohort 

3 

Bijayalaxmi Biswal 
 

The explanatory models and health-seeking 
expectations for substance use among youth: 
An exploratory qualitative study from India 

4 

Guilherme Borges Substance Use and Type of Road Traffic Injury in 
Mexico City 

5 

Daniela Cabrini 
 

Rethinking Cultural Concepts of Distress: 
Perceptions of residents in the East Zone Favela 
in Sao Paulo regarding culturally adapted 
psychiatric instruments. 
 

6 

Ecem Demirli 
 

Subjective Recovery and Future Self-Continuity 
in Individuals with Schizophrenia Receiving 
Inpatient Care 
 

7 
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AUTHORS 

 
 
TITLE 

 
 

LOCATION 
(Number) 

 
Kallisse Dent 
 

Interpersonal factors mediating associations of 
chronic disease with depression and passive 
suicidal ideation in older adults 

8 

Vanessa D'Souza 
 

Addressing Racial and Ethnic Disparities 
associated with Depression Care in the Adult 
Population 

9 

Melissa DuPont-Reyes 
 

The influence of mental illness beliefs on mental 
health help-seeking among U.S.-based Latinx 
residents ages 13-86 years old 

10 

Chantel Ebrahimi 
 

Historical Trauma and Depressive Symptoms as 
Risk Factors for Different Substances among 
Black Young Adults 

11 

Hanan El Marroun 
 

Maternal depressive symptoms and offspring 
functional brain connectivity from late 
childhood to early adolescence 

12 

Angela Haeny Preliminary Evidence that Racial Stress 
Increases Alcohol Craving Among Black Adults 
with Alcohol Use Disorder: A Laboratory Study 

13 

Sydney Iacoi 
 

Less drinking yet more problems or differential 
item functioning? An inquiry of drinking 
patterns among Black, Latino/a, and White 
emerging adults. 

14 

Emma Joncas Personalization and network specificity of 
cerebellar TMS in schizophrenia 

15 

Rachel Kasdin Investigating the Mental Care Health Needs of 
Asian-American LGBTQ+ Youth Amidst Social-
Cultural Adversity: A Call to Action 

16 

Amanda Kim 
 

Understanding the Health of Children 
Diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
Tourette Syndrome 

17 

Gojjam Limenih 
 

“I mean, what is Depression?": A Qualitative 
Exploration of Ethiopian MH Practitioners' 
Perspectives on Depression Disorder, Bahirdar 
City, Northern Ethiopia. 

18 

Kristin Lynch 
 

Understanding why individuals maltreated as 
children do not retrospectively self-report 

19 

Timothy Michaels 
 

Racial Disparities in Clinical High Risk and First 
Episode Psychosis Research Participants: A 
Systematic Review 

20 

Ishika Obeegadoo Suicidality in First-Generation, Second-
Generation and Non-Immigrant Youth aged 15 
to 17 in Canada 

21 
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AUTHORS TITLE 

 
LOCATION 
(Number) 

 
Pat Precin Using trauma informed care principles to 

promote inclusion and equity in diverse 
underrepresented communities 

22 

Pamela Rakhshan Rouhakhtar Evaluating the Measurement Structure and 
Correlates of the Prime Screen among Black and 
White College Students 

23 

Hervet Randriamady Developing mental health instruments to 
measure depression and anxiety in 
Southwestern Madagascar 

24 

William Rozum "Unpacking"Associations Between 
Psychopathology Symptoms and Cannabis Use 
Across Race/Ethnicity and Gender 

25 

Stacey Saenz de Viteri  Influence of interactions between trauma and 
fluid intelligence polygenic risk score on 
behavior and frontal theta event-related 
oscillations during a Continuous Performance 
Test in individuals of European Ancestry 

26 

Untara Shaikh 
 

Female Medical Students Lived Experiences of 
Financial Stress and Coping 

27 

Emma Stapp Selected samples and generalizability: 
extending inference with transport methods 

28 

Erin Wang Characterization of Xylazine-Related Overdose 
Deaths in Maryland (2020-2022) 

29 

Nae Won Willingness to Provide a Hair Sample for Drug 
Testing: Results from an Anonymous Multi-City 
Intercept Survey 

30 

Chittaranjan Yajnik Club One: Structural interventions for 
comprehensive psychosocial care of patients 
with Type 1 Diabetes in Pune, India. 

31 
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Poster Session #2 
Friday, March 8, 2024 

AUTHORS TITLE 

 
LOCATION 
(Number) 

 

Julia Blotner Motor functioning and negative 
symptoms in early psychosis 

1 

Claudia Choque Social Support as a moderator of 
immigration status and social anxiety 
symptoms and possible risk for 
substance use problems 

2 

Jan Dahrendorff Leveraging DNA Methylation to 
Predict Transcranial Magnetic 
Stimulation Outcomes among 
Patients with Treatment-resistant 
Depression 

3 

Igor Dorea Bandeira Underrepresentation in Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder Research: An 
Example from Randomized Clinical 
Trials Published in 2022 

4 

Henri Garrison-Desany 
 

Multi-level socioeconomic modifiers 
of the comorbidity of PTSD and 
substance use 

5 

Rachel Hechinger Depression, negative symptoms, and 
emotion recognition in first episode 
psychosis 

6 

Alexandra Hillcoat Textual Predictors of Mental Health 
Outcomes Among Bereaved Women 
in the Nurses’ Health Study II 

7 

Emily Howes Vallis Borderline personality disorder 
symptoms and adversity in offspring 
of parents with and without major 
mood and psychotic disorders 

8 

Mashal Iftikhar 
 

Beyond the Biopsychosocial model - 
A Fanonian Perspective 

9 

Youjin Jang 
 

Personality, Cognition, and Psychosis: 
Understanding Personality's 
Association with Psychosis 
Experience 

10 

Natrina Johnson 
The Potential of Trauma-Informed 
Care for Promoting Equity in Office-
Based Opioid Treatment 

11 
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AUTHORS TITLE 

 
LOCATION 
(Number) 

 

Christina Juan 

What matters most in global mental 
health research through a gender 
equity lens: a qualitative study 
among researchers in Nepal 

12 

Zornitsa Kalibatseva 
 

Identity, Country Climate, Campus 
Climate, Discrimination and Mental 
Health among College Students 

13 

Younga Lee 

Patterns of Representation and Data 
Sharing Among Asian and Native 
Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
Participants in the All of Us Research 
Program. 

14 

Muhammad Faisal Amir Malik 

Poh: Cultural Eco-social 
Understanding of Psychiatric 
Presentations in Women with Mild 
Intellectual Disability. 

15 

Muhammad Faisal Amir Malik 
 

Blurring of the Bounds of Normality: 
Convergent Misinterpretation(s) and 
Convergent Instrumentality. 

16 

Emma McCoy 
REM Sleep Measures and REM Vagal 
Activity Predict Extinction Recall in 
Trauma-Exposed Individuals 

17 

Reza Momenan 
Early Life Stress and Body-Mass-Index 
Modulate Brain Connectivity in 
Alcohol Use Disorder 

18 

Elif Ozan 
REM Sleep Measures Predict 
Extinction Recall in Generalized 
Anxiety Disorder 

19 

Seon-Cheol Park 

Suicidality Is Most Centrally Situated 
Within Network of Depression 
Symptom Criteria in Unipolar 
Depression Patients With Mood 
Stabilizer in Asia: Findings From the 
REAP-MS 

20 
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AUTHORS TITLE 

 
LOCATION 
(Number) 

 

Alexandra Restrepo 

Parent-child communication and 
parental supervision as potential 
mediators of Fast Track effects on 
antisocial behavior 

21 

Ekaterina Sadikova 

Prevalence and initiation of 
melatonin use in a diverse national 
pediatric sample (ages 9-16, 
N=11,864). 

22 

Pamela Scorza 

Mothers childhood adversity is 
associated with epigenetic aging 
deviations during pregnancy and in 
newborns 

23 

Camila Silveira 
 

Strategic Mental Health Care 
Initiatives for Women Living in 
Outskirts Areas of SÃo Paulo, Brazil: 
Complexities and Challenges for 
Psychosocial Clinical Practice 

24 

Amanda Siriram 
Testing the Illness Identity Model 
with Post-Secondary Students with 
PTSD 

25 

Helen-Maria Vasiliadis 

Gender-specific factors associated 
with quality mental healthcare for 
moderate and severe symptoms of 
depression and anxiety in Canada 

26 

Ankita Vayalapalli 

Rising Popularity of Ashwagandha 
and other Phytopharmacological 
treatments in the management of 
psychiatric disorders 

27 

Luis Velez 
Unveiling the Enigma: Exploring the 
Intersection of Functional 
Neurological Disorders and Catatonia 

28 

Tenzin Yangchen 

Adverse childhood experiences 
(ACEs) partially account for racial 
disparities in lifetime problematic 
cocaine use among US adults 
entering early midlife: A 35-year 
prospective study 

29 

Bing-Jie Yen 

Continuation of Psychotropic 
Medication in Pregnancy and 
Associated Postpartum Self-Harm 
Risk in Women with Mental Health 
Histories 

30 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE APPA 2025 ANNUAL MEETING 

DATES:  March 5th – March 8th, 2025 

LOCATION:  Hilton Boston Park Plaza Hotel 

 

Social Determinants of Psychopathology:  

Using Epidemiologic and Etiologic Research to Improve the 

Lives of Patients and Populations 
 

 
 

We hope to see you next year in Boston! 


